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This report surveys projects involving the arts funded under the ESEA Title III 
Projects to Advance Creativity in Education (PACE) program between January 1966 
and July 1967. Over 20 percent of the projects funded during this period, 226 of 
over loOO, included at least one of the arts as a component. The survey covers 
planning projects, operational projects, and mini-grants organized under the 
categories of (1) dance, (2) literature, (3) music, (4) theater, (5) visual arts, (6) 
combinations of the arts, and (7) general projects which include the arts. Descriptions 
of the projects are abstracted from project proposal documents and grouped under 
the appropriate category by State and number assigned by USOE Each description is 
accompanied by the address of the responsible officer of the sponsoring school 
system and the project title. A table is provided showing the distribution of projects 
by State and category of the arts. (TT) 
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PREFACE 



This descriptive report of projects involving the arts, funded under Title III of the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act through July 1, 1967, is the first publication of the Aesthetic 
Education Curriculum Program. One purpose is to highlight the scope of concern in the schools 
for the aesthetic component of education; another is to show the degree to which the Title III 
program is supporting and thus encouraging efforis in this direction. It is indeed impressive 
that approximately twenty percent of all the Title III projects funded from January 1966 through 
July 1967 involved one or another of the arts. 

The Aesthetic Education Curriculum Program itself is projected over an extended period of 
time. Its major objectives are: first, to formulate guidelines and appropriate behavioral objec- 
tives for aesthetic education which are theoretically defensible; and second, to develop 
alternative curricula for aesthetic education systematically-curricula in dance, literature 
music, theatre, the visual arts, and various combinations among these-for the elementary and 
secondary schools and for different types of school populations. 

The evident concern for aesthetic education in the schools should serve as a stimulus for 
the work undertaken by the Aesthetic Education Curriculum Program. Indeed, the wisdom produced 
by current efforts in the schools will serve as an important source for the work on this Program. 
In turn, it is hoped that the Program will produce curriculum materials for aesthetic education 

with value and interest for the schools. 



Manuel Barkan 

Aesthetic Education Curriculum Program 



January, 1968 
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INTRODUCTION 



The purpose of this survey is to describe those Title III projects which are concerned either 
totally or in part with some form of the arts. From the beginning of the Title III program until 
July 1, 1967, over 1300 projects were funded. Over twenty percent of these, some 266, include 
at least one of the arts as a component. This rather significant percent and number would 
appear to indicate: (1) a desire on the part of many local school systems to generate innova- 
tions for instruction in the arts; and (2) an appreciable degree of support by the U.S. Office of 
Education for innovative education in the arts. 

The projects described in this survey vary in content and represent all sections of the 
country. They range from "Film Production" in New Jersey to an "Honors Program" in Georgia, 
from "Electronic Music Composition" in Connecticut to "Shakespearean Theatre" in Oregon. 

The major objectives of the Title III program are expressed in A Manual for Project Applicants: 
Title III Elementary and Secondary Act. 

The Title III program of the Elementary and Secondary Act called PACE (Projects to Advance 
Creativity in Education), is designed to encourage school districts to develop imaginative 
solutions to educational problems; to more effectively utilize research findings; and to 
create, design, and make intelligent use of supplementary centers and services. Primary 
objectives are to translate the latest knowledge about teaching and learning into widespread 
educational practice and to create an awareness of new programs and services of high 
quality that can be incorporated in school programs. Therefore PACE seeks to (1) encourage 
the development of innovations, (2.) demonstrate worthwhile innovations in educational 
practice through exemplary programs, (3) supplement existing programs and facilities. The 
heart of the PACE program is in these provisions for bringing a creative force to the improve- 
ment of schools and for demonstrating that better practices can be applied. 1 
The projects included in this survey fall into the three major classes of the Title III program. 
(1) Planning Projects, (2) Operational Projects, and (3) Mini-Grants. The function of planning 
projects, as the name implies, is to develop plans for the resolution of particular educational 
problems. "In formulating a solution or in designing a new program, adequate planning is a 
vitally important function and a proper objective under Title III. Planning normally involves 
the alignment of the best possible human and material resources to assist in the design of 
pilot and operational projects." 2 Pilot projects, which are designed to test the findings of a 
planning grant, may be part of either a planning or operational project. In the operational phase 
"the emphasis is upon projects which seek to use technology more adequately, rather than to 
acquire 'hardware,* and upon those which propose new and better utilization of manpower by 
providing opportunities for human resources to demonstrate promising solutions to educational 
problems." 3 The Mini-Grant is "designed to allow smaller school districts and other school 
districts with special planning and dissemination needs an opportunity to apply for limited 
Title III funds without regard to announced project approval deadlines." 4 
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